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A Emsmz’@s New TV Series

as’ _Em age ‘Chiar

HOLLYWOOD (UPI) - The CIA
— in cisrepute since the hipples and
ylpfles found a .political volce In the
anti-estadlishyneént ‘60s.— fs the In-
spiration for .a new TV serles tmed
*The CIA." -

The much abused Central lntelllg-v
tnce Agency.-America’s cloak andi

dagger guys who counter the Soviet
Un%on 3 KGB operations’ throughout
the world, apparently has regained
some of Its respectabliity and glam-
or.

¢ But for man
- recruitment of businessmen, journal-

“ists agd students abroad - rought

years ‘the agency’s,

‘bowls of protest from liberals who|

cried that the CIA was suborning
Amerlcan morality.

Clalms were also made that the :

agency was tinkerlng with all man- !
ner of constitutional guarantees and |
that 1t was being used -for political
purposes — spying on llbera groups
and such.

- CIA supporters,. many of them
from the & oiitlcal right, claimed the
United States was being severely
crippled in International politics and
the arms race because of political
tampering with our lntelllgence gath-
ering agency;

‘Like the FBI at the tlme the CIA
was much in Lthe public eye, anathe-
ma to an organization which strives
for éovert operations.

* Increasing reports of Russfan mlll-
tary superfority and a blizzard of
stories — some néws, others best-
selling fiction — chronlcllng the
U.S.S.R.'s spy network,’ I3 reversing
public oplnlon toward the CIA, -

Our agents are now the qood guys.
The Sovlet sples are the viliains.
Then, 'too, there's George Bush.
+The Republ!can vice presidential
candidate Is a former CIA director
mhlch does not seem to count against

m,

But the.man dolng most to popu-
larize the CIA as a beneficent Amerl-
can\ Institution |s gltorney -Larry
Thompson of Hollywood'**

!
!

Thompson. a Mississipplan, runs
an enfertainment conglomerate'
which manages the careers of many
stars and includes a production arm. |
Eoralmost {ive-years Thompson has
been trylng to get *The CIA" on the

Hls quest !or omclal CIA: coopera-
tlon has been touch and go. Certain-
{ the secret agency couldn't- open

‘lts files. Also, Is ‘It proper for .the

agency to work .with a prom-mou-
vated entertainment enternries? - .|

_ agents.”

- be.compared to the defunct “FBI"”

[ R A N

The ClA's pUbllc lmage dldn't help4

But the temper o( the country
apparently . has changed enough-1o
insure that a’show based on unders
cover American’” Intellidence’ opera:
tions would ‘have’ % good)chanoe A‘?ﬁ
succeeding.” "\ b Fre, )

Perhaps - even more’, to the p‘olnt'
Thompson managed to get the CIA’s
endorsement wlthoul te agencys
official sanction. -~

‘‘We have the CIA’s unomclal co—
operation,” Thompson sald, “‘and an
exclusive: contract: with: the ‘Assocla-
tion of Former .Intelligent Officers’
(AF10), an alumnpl gro\Jp of the CIA
sworn b?' contract to’ secrecy for li(e.
on classified materials, es - -2

“With- their help;’ we re going
film. a serles of one-hour’ ﬂctlonal
dramas based on actual qovert op-
perations

“The AFIO »Enl moke Bure every-
thing 1s technic¢ally correct but not
factual enough to Identity _actual!

operatlons. We will . use fictiopal

Thompson sald “The CIA” cannot

series, explaining that CIA opera-
tions are an endjess web of esplo- |
nage without clearly. defined story|
limitations — q beglnnlng, middie
and end. .

*-He says If hls ‘serles had a subtltle
jt would be “The Longest War)' . ¢

“The CIA Is more cerebral than
-the ,FBI,” 'he. sald. 'There I3 less
-actlon : and gunplay.’ Storjes . irivolvé
‘the struggle for and: the dlssemlna—
tion of ipformation.Z . LA

‘**The ClA, could only ‘close’ 8’ case
ln the event of total world peace.ts
s, Thompson envislons the show hs:a’
comblnatlon' bl *“Mission; 55
ble"- and-{'Sherlock Holmes. g fany:!
-revolutfonary,: but declasslfled, un-~'
dercoyer weapdns will be-seen, some "
almost. (l'(allng “James: Bond" hardn
‘ware,.: 3
. But, mosl'actual CIA apparatus
technl ues;" contacts,” drops, ! codes-
.and :other. " secret. stuft- wiil- ‘not ,be
seen: lndeed Thompson I3 no} prlvy
to themiiin? Spe. ¢ S
v::The derles.” moreover, will be shot
entlrely on !orelgn ‘locatlons for the!

. excellent. reason -that the CIA Is not|
allowed by:law'to operate .In .the.
Unlted States, accordlng to Thomp--
son. '

“Former dlrector Bill Colby sag :
the‘publlc knpws, nothing about the!
CIA by - desl§n v _Thompson said:!
"The {ragments that are known have!

.
-
' h.\

W.VA.)

STAT

1nges

been distorted because they are not !
percelved in. the CIA u!ruc ure as a
whole. -
_*“Our show ls deslg'xed to enlertaln
eople and Inform them’at the same’
ime. But it won't be a whitewash of"
the CIA. That’s not our intent."

Thompson wlill film the show

»through 20th Century-Fox Television
for CBS.. It will not.be ready 1or
alring until 1981, - | ,

. More than-four years ago Thomp-
wn ‘and. ABC Wers closa"to bringing’
the 'show to, TV but the CIA aborted;
the project when foreign allfes? ln;cl-'
ligence- agencics expréssed fears)
that thelr cuca aud metbods. rnls‘xt
be exposed, -+ .. LN

. '"We:soly ed that mblem by dolug
away wlth oflicial CIA  cooperation,”

!Thompson concluded *And pow that
Amer cans” have 'become patriotlc
ln -we: think - the. ttme "for - ’Tbe‘
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